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Lieutenant Williams and Lieutenant Hallam on a B.E. 2c, near Lille, were attacked by a Fokker with a deflector propeller at a height of 7000 feet. Hallam was hit in the left hand, which prevented him from using the gun. After much manoeuvring the pilot was hit in the arm and shoulder, and lost consciousness. The machine then started spinning, and Hallarn climbed over between the two back struts and got hold of the control lever. This was not working. He then tried to close the throttle. This did not act, the wire being broken. He cut off the petrol, and then got the machine into control and landed in the French lines.
A B.E. 2c absolutely beat off two Fokkers, although during the fight a gun had to be moved to the rear of the machine. One of the enemy craft was destroyed.
Two R.F.C. officers on a B.E. zc were attacked by an Aviatik, a much faster machine. The latter " made rings " round the British flyers, while both sides were firing continuously. The German then threw over two silver balls, which burst into smoke. The British pilot guessed these were altitude indicators, and promptly flew to a higher level; and only just in time, for immediately the enemy anti-aircraft guns fired a number of shells which burst just below them.
Enough has been said to show that many problems must be promptly solved, and how great is the need for swift and sure mental processes. Here, too, the skilful flyer is seen to advantage, and even the trick-flyer may bless the experience gained in performing thrilling feats in the aerodrome. The aerial duellist should be able to do everything that can be done on an aeroplane ; he should be able to bank almost vertically, and turn almost within the span of his machine. One can almost conceive a situation when looping the loop might save a situation, although that kind of manoeuvre is not usually expected of a war machine.